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Charles A. Braithwaite (Ph.D., University of Washington, 
1989) is Assistant Professor and Director of Undergraduate 
Studies in the Department of Communication Studies at New 
Mexico State University. His principal teaching and research 
interests are the ethnography of speaking, cross-cultural 
studies of communication and communication theory. 
Dawn O. Braithwaite (Ph.D., University of Minnesota, 
1988) is Assistant Professor and Director of Graduate Studies 
in the Department of Communication Studies at New Mexico 
State University. Her research and teaching interests include 
interpersonal communication, sman group communication, 
and health communication. 
John L. Brilhart (Ph.D., The Pennsylvania State University, 
1962) is Professor emeritus of the University of Nebraska at 
Omaha and is currently part-time Lecturer at the Southwest 
Missouri State University. He has taught at high school, 
college, and graduate levels, including both teaching and 
directing introductory communication courses. He has taught 
small group communication curses since 1968, and has facili-
tated numerous encounter groups. His articles have appeared 
in Journal of Applied Psychology, Journal of Perceptual and 
Motor Skills, Speech Monographs, Communication, Today's 
Speech, and Nebraska Speech Communication Journal. His 
books include Effective Group Discussion (five editions, 6th 
and 7th with Gloria J. Galanes), Communicating in Groups 
(with Gloria J. Galanes), Communication in Nursing Practice 
(with Barbra J. Edwards), and Leading Study - Discussion 
Programs. 
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Nancy L. Buerkel-Rothfuss (Ph.D., Michigan State 
University, 1978) is Professor and Area Coordinator of 
Interpersonal and Public Communication at Central Michigan 
University, where she directs the introductory communication 
course. Her research interests include communication educa-
tion, family communication, interpersonal communication and 
mass media socialization. She has coauthored an introductory 
course text, a book on family communication, and a book on 
media and adolescent sex. Other publications include articles 
on GTA training, teaching methodologies, relationship devel-
opment, and the effects of media on social reality and behav-
ior. 
Edwin J. Dawson is currently a graduate teaching assistant 
at the University of Arizona where he is finishing his doctor-
ate. He taught for five years at Creighton University before 
entering the doctoral program. He is interested in interper-
sonal communication, communication and aging, and peda-
gogical research. 
Joseph A. DeVito (Ph.D., University of Illinois, 1964) is 
Professor of Communications at Hunter College of the City 
University of New York. He teaches introductory (a large 
lecture course of approximately 300 students) and advanced 
courses in interpersonal communication during which many 
of the ideas presented in his paper evolved. He has written 
widely in the major academic journals in the field but is 
primarily interested in the preparation of textbooks' and expe-
riential learning materials for classroom teaching. He is the 
author of a number of popular textbooks and is currently 
working on a skills-oriented fundamentals text, a reader in 
interpersonal relationships, and a game (The Interpersonal 
Challenge) for use in interpersonal communication classes. 
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William C. Donaghy (Ph.D., Northwestern University, 1969) 
is Professor of Communication at the University of Wyoming. 
He has coauthored a successful text on communication theory 
for the introductory communication course. 
Pamela L. Gray (Ph.D., The Pennsylvania State University, 
1984) is Professor of Interpersonal and Public Communication 
and Theatre and Interpretation at Central Michigan 
University. Her research interests are in communication 
education, theatre education, and communication in health 
care settings. Her publications include an introductory course 
textbook and instructor's ~anual, two chapters in a volume 
on GTA training and employment, and articles on GTA train-
ing, teaching methodologies, and a history of the basic course. 
Lawrence W. Hugenberg (Ph.D., The Ohio State 
University, 1981) is Professor of Speech Communication, 
Coordinator of Internships, and coordinates the Business and 
Professional Speaking courses in the Department of Speech 
Communication and Theatre at Youngstown State University. 
He has coauthored a textbook on business and professional 
speaking and a simulation workbook for the course. He has 
published articles in state, regional and national journals. His 
research interests are in the introductory communication 
course, organizational communication and interpersonal 
communication. 
W. Faye Kirchner (M.A., University of Missouri, 1978) is a 
Lecturer and Director of the Basic Course in the Department 
of Communication Studies at the University of Missouri at 
Kansas City. 
Pat Lewis is a doctoral student in Rhetorical Studies in the 
Communication Studies at the University of Iowa. 
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Michael R. Neer (Ph.D., University of Missouri, 1979) is an 
Associate Professor in the Department of Communication 
Studies at the University of Missouri at Kansas City. 
Alfred W. Owens, II (Ph.D., Kent State University, 1983) is 
Associate Professor and Chairman of the Department of 
Speech Communication and Theatre at Youngstown State 
University. He has coauthored a simulations workbook for the 
business and professional speaking course. 
Judy C. Pearson (Ph.D., Indiana University, 1975) is 
Professor, Director of Graduate Studies and Research, School 
of Interpersonal Communication, Ohio University. She has 
directed, or taught, the introductot:y communication course at 
several universities. Her articles have appeared in Commu-
nication Monographs, Communication Education, Central 
States Speech Journal, Southern States Communication Jour-
nal, Association for Communication Administration Bulletin, 
Today's Speech, Communication Research Reports, Women's 
Studies in Communication, Group and Organizational 
Studies, The International Journal for Group Facilitators, 
Adolescence, The Self-Development Journal, and 6 state 
journals. Her books include Communication in the Family: 
Seeking Satisfaction in Changing Times, Gender and 
Communication (2 editions; with Lynn Turner and William 
Todd-Mancillas), Interpersonal Communication: Concepts, 
Components and Contexts (2 editions; with Brian Spitzberg), 
Confidence in Public Speaking (4 editions; with Paul E. 
Nelson), and Understanding and Sharing: An Introduction to 
Speech Communication (5 editions; with Paul E. Nelson). 
David J. Robinson (Ph.D., University of Southern 
California, 1972) is Professor of Speech Communication and 
Director of Forensics in the Department of Speech 
Communication and Theatre at Youngstown State University. 
He is currently preparing a reader for teaching an introduc-
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tory course in rhetoric. He has coauthored a simulations 
workbook for the business and professional speaking course. 
Warren Sandmann (M.A., Mankato State University) is a 
doctoral candidate in the Communication Studies Program, 
Rhetorical Studies Division at the University of Iowa. 
Jo Sprague (Ph.D., Purdue University, 1971) is professor of 
Communication Studies and Coordinator of the introductory 
communication course at San Jose University. She also serves 
at co-director of the University-wide Institute for Teaching 
and Learning. As these two roles reflect, she is interested in 
the role of communication in college teaching of all subjects 
and in the pedagogy of speech communication. 
Douglas M. Trank (Ph.D., University of Utah , 1973) is 
Professor and past chair of the Rhetoric Department at the 
University of Iowa where he also serves on the faculties of the 
College of Education and the Communication Studies 
Department. He teaches and researches primarily in the 
areas of communication education and the introductory 
communication course, and has served on the editorial boards 
of Communication Studies, Communication Education, and 
The Basic Communication Course Annual. He has served on 
various professional committees and is Past President of the 
Central States Communication Association. 
Rudolph F. Verderber (Ph.D., University of Missouri, 1962) 
is Professor of Communication and Director of the public 
speaking course at the University of Cincinnati. He is the 
author of seven high school and college textbooks, and his 
pedagogical articles have appeared in several communication 
journals. 
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Richard L. West (M.A., Illinois State University, 1984) is a 
doctoral candidate in the School of Interpersonal Communica-
tion at Ohio University. He has co-authored Instructor's 
Manuals for Understanding and Sharing and Interpersonal 
Communication: Concepts, Components and Contexts. In 
addition, he has published in Communication Education, 
Speech Communication Teacher, and will appear in a forth-
coming volume of Communication Reports. His research 
interests focus on interpersonal issues in the classroom. 
Donald D. Yoder (Ph.D., The Ohio State University, 1983) is 
Associate Professor at the University of Dayton and Director 
of the introductory course. He has also served as director or 
assistant director of the Basic Course at Iowa State 
University and The Ohio State University and has been active 
in the Midwest Basic Course Director's Conference for the 
past 14 years. His research interests include pedagogical 
research in the introductory course, organizational communi-
cation and interpersonal communication. 
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